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shall be desirous of delivering the Copy of such Book or Volume as
aforesaid, as shall be demanded on behalf of any of the said Libraries,
at such Library, it shall and may be lawful for him to deliver the same
at such Library, to the Librarian, or other such person authorized to
receive the same (who is hereby required to receive and give a Receipt
in writing for the same); and such Delivery shall, to aS Intents and
Purposes of this Act, be held as equivalent to a Delivery to the said
Warehousekeeper.

10. Provided, nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That all
Actions, Suits, Bills, Indictments or Information for any offence that
shall be committed against this Act, shall be brought, sued and com-
menced, within Twelve Months next after such Offence committed
or else the same shall be void and of no Effect.

A LETTER TO SIR EGERTON BRYDGES
FROM MESSRS LACKINGTON
Finsbury Square, 24 March 1817.
Sir,
Upon the subject of the Copyright Act, in many cases, either from
the costliness of a publication, or the subject possessing interest only
to a limited circle of readers, the number of Copies to be printed is
necessarily very small: in this point of view the operation of the Act is
most oppressive; the case of the new edition of Dugdale's Monasticon
Anglicanum, forms one of a most aggravated nature.
In the Spring of 1812, more than two years antecedent to the passing
of this Bill, certain publishers engaged in the re-publication of Dug-
dale's Monasticon Anglicanum, with great additions. For this purpose,
editors were engaged to conduct and manage the Book, upon a plan
commensurate to the great importance of its nature, and large sums of
money were expended by the proprietors in bringing it forward. This
Work, being very costly, and the subject interesting only to a few read-
ers, one of the conditions of publication from the Proprietois to the
public was, that only Fifty Copies upon Large Paper, and Three
Hundred upon Small Paper, should be printed, as a guarantee to the
Subscribers, that this Book, which they subscribed to bring forward at
a high price, might not be depreciated in value by a too great multi-
plication of copies, and consequent reduction in the value of those
copies thus subscribed for.
In March 1813,15 months prior to the enactment of this law, the
whole number of Copies thus printed became subscribed for, and the
Work was thus continuing to be published, when, in July 1814, the
present Bill, unintentionally it is presumed in spirit, subjected the
Proprietors of it to the claims of Eleven Copies, which could not be
supplied, a great part of the Work having been printed poor evea to
the contemplation of the Act, Two Parts of the work actually prf>-